Revision surgery for breast cancer: single-institution experience.
At Tata Memorial Hospital, as a dedicated breast service at a tertiary cancer center in India, incompletely performed breast surgeries are encountered very frequently; however, there is a lack of published data on incompletely performed breast surgeries, revision surgeries, and their outcomes. Between March 2000 and November 2003, the authors audited 850 breast cancer patients who presented at their institute who had undergone surgery outside the institution. On the basis of study criteria, these patients were evaluated for completeness of surgery. Patients in whom the surgical intervention was considered incomplete were evaluated for a completion revision surgery. Of 850 patients, 424 (50%) had undergone surgical intervention with therapeutic intent. Of these 424 patients, 191 (45%) had received incomplete surgical intervention. Completion revision surgery was performed for 153 patients. Complete data were available for 148 patients, of which 123 patients had residual lymph nodes in the axilla. The median number of lymph nodes dissected was 8, and 64 patients had metastatic lymph node(s) left behind. A high proportion of patients with breast cancer who presented at the institute had undergone incomplete surgery outside in nonspecialty centers. Almost half of those patients who underwent incomplete surgery had surgically excisable disease left behind. The possible detrimental impact of inadequate surgical intervention may be very large in India and in other low-resource settings.